


Thank You for: 

*Turning off cellular phones, pagers, and watch alarms 

*Not using recording or photography devices 

presents 

under the direction of 
Michael Murphy, Artistic and Music Director 

Ken Grubbs, Assistant Conductor 

Repertoire to be selected from the following: 

Warm-up        Leonard Bernstein 

Sing We and Chant It            Thomas Morley 

Prepare the Hymn              George Frideric Handel 

Laudate Dominum      Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
     Jill Freuden, soprano 

Five Hebrew Love Songs               Eric Whitacre 
    Giselle Hillyer, violin 
     Nick Courtnage, percussion 
    Beth Stockinger, soprano 
 Jan Keller, Reader 

     Intermission 

 

If Music Be the Food of Love                David Dickau 
     Ken Grubbs, conductor 

Banquet Fugue                     John Rutter 

Amazing Grace            John Jacob Niles 
     Matt Kelly, baritone 

Unexpected Song from Song and Dance             Andrew Lloyd Webber 
     Meredyth Goodwin, soprano 

Musical Risotto                     Jonathan Willcocks 
     Jill Freuden, soprano  
 Terry Keller,  soprano 



Selected Program Notes 

Translat ions  

Laudate Dominum 

Praise the Lord, all nations; 

Praise Him, all people. 

For His has bestowed 

His mercy upon us, 

And the truth of the Lord endures forever. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and forever,  

and for generations of generations. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Five Hebrew Love Songs  

I. A Picture 
A picture is engraved in my heart; Moving between light and 
darkness: 
A sort of silence envelopes your body, And your hair falls upon 
your face just so.  

II. Light bride Light bride 
She is all mine, 
la la la la la la la la. And lightly  

She will kiss me! La la la la la la la la.  

III. Mostly 
“Mostly,” said the roof to the sky, 
“the distance between you and me is endlessness;  

But a while ago two came up here, 
and only one centimeter was left between us.”  

IV. What snow! What snow! 
Like little dreams Falling from the sky.  

V. Tenderness 
He was full of tenderness; 
She was very hard. 
And as much as she tried to stay thus, Simply, and with no good 
reason, 
He took her into himself, 
And set her down 
in the softest, softest place.  

Thomas Morley was a student of William Byrd and is known particularly for his madrigals.  His “Sing We and Chant It” advises us to en-
joy the fleeting pleasures of youth, and shows the influence of the Italian balletti style in its use of “fa-la-la” refrains. 

In Laudate Dominum from Vesperae Solennes de Confessore (1780), Mozart creates one of the most lyrical and beautiful soprano solos 
in all of his compositions. It is a gentle hymn of praise, with soaring, expressive melody for the soloist, accompanied by liquid, flowing 
instrumental lines. The chorus enters quietly at the Gloria patri, expressing the emotion of the section both softly and with fervor. Rob-
ert Adams notes that the chorus enters after the Psalm text is finished, singing the same music that the soloist sang at the beginning of 
the movement. He says: “The chorus also enters at the mid-point of the movement; musically it sounds as though the chorus is re-
peating the solo material, while textually it continues the text”. The soloist enters with exquisite embellishment at the Amen. The cho-
rus states a final, quiet Amen, and the movement concludes with a gentle, rippling effect in the accompaniment.  

Five Hebrew Love Songs (2002) are poems by poet and soprano Hila Plitmann. Each poem is a short “postcard” in the native tongue of 
Plitmann, who was born and raised in Jerusalem. Whitacre explains, “Each of the songs captures a moment that Hila and I shared to-
gether. Kala kalla (which means “light bride”) was a pun I came up with when she was first teaching me Hebrew. The bells at the begin-
ning of Eyze Sheleg! are the exact pitches that awakened us each morning in Germany as they rang from a nearby cathedral. These 
songs are profoundly personal for me, born entirely out of my new love for this soprano, poet, and now my beautiful wife, Hila Plit-
mann.” Originally conceived as “troubador” songs for traveling soprano (Plitmann), violin (Freidemann Eichhorn) and piano (Whitacre), 
they now exist in several forms, including this version for SATB chorus, piano and violin.  

David Dickau has served as Director of Choral Activities at Minnesota State University (Mankato) since 1991. He composed “If Music Be 
the Food of Love” as a commission for the Minnesota All-State choir. The text, by Henry Heveningham of Suffolk, England, draws its 
opening line from the first line of Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night, but transforms the original text from a skeptical treatment of love into a 
deeply romantic plea.  

“Musical Risotto”(1992), is a delicious stew of almost 60 Italian musical terms served up in the style of Rossini, Handel, and Beethoven. 

You’ll hear piano (softly), forte (loudly), crescendo (louder), and diminuendo (softer). And you’ll be able to guess at others like calmato 

(calmly) and ma passionato (but passionately). But watch out for those more obscure ones like strepitoso (noisy, boisterous), martella-

to (hammered, strongly marked), and affretando (quickening, accelerating)!  



Michael Murphy made his debut as Artistic and Music Director of the Palouse Choral Society in 2009. 

Dr. Murphy has a wealth of conducting experience, ranging from the university level to community       

choruses, secondary school, and church. Critics, colleagues, and singers acknowledge Murphy’s            

conducting and rehearsal style as passionate, enthusiastic, engaging, and above all, positive. Under his 

baton, Palouse Choral Society has increased its membership from fifty to over eighty singers and the             

concert series has grown to four concerts per year. In the summer of 2011, he accompanied PCS singers 

to the International Prague Choral    Festival.  Dr. Murphy is Director of Choral Activities and Assistant 

Professor of Conducting at the University of Idaho where he conducts three choral ensembles 

and teaches graduate and undergraduate courses in conducting and choral literature and techniques. 

A native of Wilmington, North Carolina, Dr. Murphy received his degrees in Conducting and Choral Music 

Education from Florida State University and East Carolina University. He is the Founder and Co-Artistic 

Director of the annual Idaho Bach Festival.  He is a member of the American Choral Directors Association (ACDA), the College Music 

Society, the National Collegiate Choral Organization (NCCO) and the National Association for Music Education (NAfME). Dr. Murphy has 

had research published in national journals, and has presented clinics and served as an adjudicator for these organizations. He has also 

been elected to serve in leadership positions for these groups, including presently as President for the Idaho Chapter of ACDA and  

National Board Member of NCCO. 

Our Artis t ic  and Music  Director  

Elena Panchenko is originally from Ukraine and studied at the Moscow Conservatory where she 

earned her degree in piano performance, music history and music theory. She served as the  Musical 

Director of the Penn State Opera for four years and performed the debut of two new      operas, in-

cluding Mrs. Satan, an opera about the life of the first woman presidential candidate,   Victoria 

Woodhall. Working extensively as an accompanist and church musician, Elena has            performed 

with groups as varied as a children’s dance group to such well-known musicians as    Francis Orval 

and David Shifrin, clarinetist and Music Director of Chamber Music at the Lincoln    Center. In addi-

tion to Elena’s duties with the chorale, she is also the Music Director at St. James’ Episcopal Church 

in Pullman. Elena’s family includes her husband, Alex, WSU Math Professor and former Ukrainian 

rock star (as is Elena), and her son Ivan, a university student.  

Our Accompanist  

Palouse Choral Society Board of Directors & Staff  

Executive Committee 
Terry Keller, President 
Dan Zenner, Vice-President 
Jack Keller, Secretary 
Jim Reece, Treasurer 
 

 

Chorale Member Representatives 
Holly McCollister 
Miho Nam 
 

Community Members 
Gerald Berthiaume 
Howard Peavy 
Kathy Pitman 
Sharon Walbridge 
Kay Youngblood 
 

 

Staff 
Janice O’Toole, Executive Director 



Fulf i l l ing par t  of  our mission. . .  

The Palouse Choral Society is committed to music education and providing hands-on leadership experiences in real-world 

situations for aspiring choral conductors.  Throughout the concert season, University of Idaho undergraduate choral method 

students and students admitted into the Masters in Music Performance in Choral Conducting have opportunities to work with 

PCS singers. Opportunities include leading vocalises and conducting ensembles in rehearsal and performances under the  

personal supervision and instruction of Dr. Murphy. 

This season we are pleased to welcome Ken Grubbs, a student in the Masters in Music Performance in Choral Conducting        

program, as our assistant conductor.  Three years ago, Ken moved to the Palouse from Memphis, TN for a position with the 

UI ITS department.  With a B.S. in Music Education from the University of Louisville, Ken has worked as a professional trum-

pet player, freelance musician, and musician contractor in Memphis and Minneapolis. 

Our Singers  

Sopranos  

Jill Freuden 

Meredyth Goodwin 

Terry Keller 

Lindsay McIntosh 

Beth Stockinger 

 

Altos  

Judie Hanley 

Jan Keller 

Kirstin Malm 

Heather Nelson 

 

Tenors 

Tom Brandt 

Nick Courtnage 

Ken Grubbs 

Chris McIntosh 

  

 

Bass  

Jack Keller 

Kent Keller 

Matt Kelly 

Jim Reece 

Steve Swannack 

Giselle Hillyer maintains an active performing schedule as a violinist, as well as teaching violin and viola lessons in 

the University of Idaho Preparatory Division, and university music survey classes. Recent concerts include chamber music 

recitals with University of Idaho and Washington State University faculty, and performing as concertmaster in the Idaho 

Bach Festival. From 2006 - 2013 Giselle was an adjunct lecturer in violin and viola at the University of Wisconsin River 

Falls. She also frequently performed with her piano trio, Trio St Croix, and her string quartet, The Birchwood String Quar-

tet. During this time Giselle also played with the St Paul Chamber Orchestra, the Minnesota Orchestra and the Minnesota 

Opera Orchestra as a freelance musician. 

Before moving to Wisconsin Giselle was an Associate Professor of Music at Mercer University in Macon, Georgia. Origi-

nally from New Zealand, Giselle has a Master of Music degree from the New England Conservatory and a Doctor of Musi-

cal Arts from the University of Kansas. She is married to the pianist Roger McVey. They have three spirited children and 

one very affectionate cat. 



Support Palouse Choral Society 
  

Levels of support:  

 Conductor’s Circle   $5,000 

 Concert Sponsor   $2,500 

 Concert Partner   $1,000 

 Benefactor    $500 

 Patron    $250 

 Supporter    $100 

 Friend    $50 

  

 Conductor’s Circle, Sponsors, and Partners:  

 are recognized in publicity materials: programs, posters, press releases  

 are personally recognized and thanked in concert settings  

 receive complimentary tickets to concerts  

  

      Memorial Gifts: 
        We gratefully accept gifts bequeathed to PCS or donated In Memoriam. 
 

Business Advertisers:  

$100 annually provides a business card advertisement of your company or business in every concert program during the year!  

  
       Contributions to PCS may be made through our website at  www.palousechoralsociety.org or by mailing your contribution to:   

PCS, PO Box 8112, Moscow, ID 83843  For more information, please contact our executive director at 509.597.8917.  

These patrons and businesses are underwriting the many expenses inherent with producing excellent choral 
performances. We express our sincerest gratitude for their contributions and dedication to  

Palouse Choral Society! 

Our 2013 –2014 Sponsors and Concert Partners 

Encore! 
Sharon Walbridge - Partner 

Noel 
Decagon Devices - Partner 

Garth & Nancy Sasser - Partners 

Ode to Music St. John Passion 

Scott and Janet Adams with VMRD - Sponsors 

PCS Expresses  our  Exci tement  and Grati tude!  
 

When you attend our performance of Bach’s St. John Passion on May 3 & 4,  you  

will see us using our NEW seated risers!  We thank all who contributed to the riser 



Sincere  Grati tude to our Donors  for  Your Generosi ty !  

Conductor’s Circle 
Beatriz & Edmund Schweitzer 
 
 
 
 
 
Concert Sponsor 
Scott & Janet Adams  
VMRD, Inc. 
 
 
 
 
 
Concert Partner 
Decagon Devices 
Nancy & Garth Sasser 
Sharon Walbridge 
 
 
 
 
 
Benefactor 
Avista Utilities 
Kent & Terry Keller 
Miho Nam and Sung Ahn 
Jack & Karen Kelly 
Anne Moscrip 
Pacific Northwest Farmers Cooperative 
Bruce & Kathy Pitman 
Potlatch No. 1 Federal Credit Union 
David Spencer 
Steve and Ann Swannack 
Ellen Thiem 
 
 
 
 
 
Patron 
Alice & Erol Barbut 
Sandy Field 
Happy Day Corporation   
Ellen Kittell and Kurt Queller 
Dan & Cindi Mader 
Kirk & Laura McMichael 
Michael & Claire Murphy 
Jim Reece and Pat Hine 
William Voxman and Joanne Reece 
Carleton & Rosemary Waldrop 
Richard & Dawn Wittman 
Ralph & Valerie Yount* 
 
 
 
 
 

Supporter 
Doug & Linda Adams 
Janet Adams 
Kathryn Anderson 
Walt Asbe 
Mary & Jerry Berthiaume 
Jennifer Bledsoe 
Monte & Helen Boisen 
William Bowler 
Jan Brandt 
Tom Brandt 
Marilyn Burg 
Sue Byrne 
Travis Chase 
Marcia Cooke 
Judy Croskey 
Jill & Raymond Dacey 
James & Kathryn Downes 
Mary Dupree and Mark Hume 
Felicia Gaskins 
Good Samaritan Society – Moscow Village 
Meredyth Goodwin & Don Keon 
Judie Hanley 
Susan Hardy Gormsen 
Barb & Howard Hayes 
Tressa Hochstatter 
Rachel & Doug Hovde 
Jana Joyce 
Cynthia Kaag 
Jack and Jan Keller 
Meg Kelly & Francis McSweeney 
Hannah Knecht 
Monique Lillard & Duncan Palmatier 
Mary Lutz 
Holly McCollister and Leo West 
Kirk & Laura McMichael* 
Peter & Janet Meserve 
John & Barbara Meyer 
Heather Nelson 
Ann Norton 
John & Jennifer O’Laughlin 
Janet Parsons 
Nancy Peterson 
Pullman Regional Hospital 
Camille Rieck-Armstrong 
Teri & Gary Riedner 
Charlotte Riersgaard 
Sandra Ristow 
Stephanie Sant 
Linda Shea 
Tom Trail 
Karen Weathermon 
Wilbur-Ellis Co. - Genesee 
Lynn & Kay Youngblood 
Ralph & Valerie Yount 
Dan Zenner 
 

 

Friend 
Allen Alstad 
Alice & Erol Barbut* 
David Barber 
Susan Beamer 
Shelley Bennett 
Sharon & Bruce Benson 
Isabel Bond 
Kevin Brackney 
Laurie Caraher 
Shari Carter 
Elisabeth Day Henry 
Susan Hardy-Gormsen* 
Beverly Hyde 
Janice Johnson 
Don & Donna McCool* 
Leslee & Dale Miller 
Robin Ohlgren 
Joy Passanante & Gary Williams 
P.E.O. Chapter FZ 
David & Valeria Pietz 
David & Darla Port 
Merton & Joan Pubols 
John Ramirez 
Patricia Rathmann 
Jerry Schutz 
Beverly Shaffer 
Debbie Spurgeon 
Nicholas & Zuma Lee Staba 
Marjory Stage 
Valda Ruth Steele 
Bob Stone 
Christine Talbott 
Trent Tunnicliff 
Charmaine Wellington 
Carole Wells 
Julie Anne Wieck* 
 
 
In-Kind 
AmericanWest Bank 
The Churchyard Inn 
S&S Custom Cabinets 
Kym Dahl 
John McCann 
Moscow High School Music Dept. 
Heather and Paul Nelson 
John Norton, Attorney at Law 
Ellen, Francis, Robert & Jonathan O’Toole 
Joanne Sutton 
Trinity Lutheran 
University of Idaho 
Wheatberries Bakeshop 
Donna Woolston 
 

Special thanks to Caroline Nilsson Troy 

* In Memory of Dean & Ruth Vanderwall  



Next Season Tickets are available in the lobby at the ticket table!  Early bird special through May 

31:    Season Block Ticket packet of 4 for $40 (that’s a $20 savings compared to general admission ticket 
JOIN OUR FRIENDS  

IN THE  

PERFORMING ARTS  
FOR THEIR 

UPCOMING PERFORMANCES! 
 

CHECK OUT THESE WEBSITES AND  
ADJOINING INFORMATION 

 

Washington Idaho Symphony 
washingtonidahosymphony.org 

 

Regional Theatre of the Palouse 
rtoptheatre.org 

 

Moscow Community Theatre 
moscowcommunitytheatre.com 

 

Pullman Civic Theatre 
pullmancivictheatre.org 

December 12-15 
 

Palouse Harmony Chorus 
palouseharmonychorus.com 

 

Inland Harmony Chorus 
See us on fb 

 

Community Band of the Palouse 
Contact: comunitybandofthepalouse@gmail.com 

 


